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The Four Elements

HE WORLD IS COMPOSED OF WATER,
A earth, air and fire. It is not spherical but shaped
(’(% like a bowl, and is oneé of the breasts of heaven.
</ The other is to be found at the centre of the Milky Way.
i

I. Earth

Earth Preeds. flies, phantoms which are there to watch over it by day and
i‘::;il:s ‘;‘:lr;ng the warm weatther. When it is cold, dried earth shrivels into
ot of s earsneegs no watching over. But during the summer smoke pours
like bundles of?;; ’w_‘th0ut flies to direct it upwards, this would lie around

Wh rty linen.

L Elpts}tl:)cr;ugl:y Wiftered, ear.th brings forth the following: ‘
'pstick_Wavy " ’S:’ k1<:h 1s.wh.at k1s_ses are made of. There are two kinds of
flags—angq light fl’ 1c coming in long ripples which, when distilled, produces
e, howevye, tw;ps’nck “.’h}Ch bears the flowers that turn into kisses. There

¥ drying th; blosvery distinct ways of obtaining these. It can be done either
805 1o obtaiy soms the very moment they burst open, o1 by crushing the
mpossih]e a perfume which evaporates so quickly that it is almost
't‘l’(ha“g on to it L
« Turkj ’
These Make lsS\:lc}l: aths,. which come from kneading damp earth with yoghurt.
a disgusting din that they have been gradually pushed
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lowly eating away the earth.

sed more and more frequently to cure At
down to @ powder, aré very popular as 3 detergl ,ﬁ
t spoil the colours of Qelicate and ﬂmxsy underc‘lothes,

5. Spectacles for people with ‘short sight and ‘Whlch. come fron
earth with pots of boiling china tea and then simmering it a) .

Q T, ;
stcamel\ uny other things may be obtained also from dampened earth, such 5
ompasses, sausages, boxers, matches, and prepositions that were still useq by
COMPASSES, which can only be found nowadays in antique shops,

by our grandparents but ind nowaday
y B%: blowing on earth, i.e. py gently filling it with air, gooseberries age

obtained. Tricycles come by blowing hard. |
Mechanical methods (whose origins will be explained in greater detail

later) permit greater quantities of air to be pumped into the earth, and have
brought forth sieves. This is done by taking earth sprinkled with chicken
droppings and subjecting it to 2 powerful stream of air which has been care-
fully kept at room temperature. Once reduced to dust the loamy earth
is enclosed in a receptacle in which the air, agitated by a powerful propeller-
fan, goes from freezing point every five minutes to fifty degrees above zero
and vice versa, and produces caretakers. These were discovered originally by
the Prince Consort, and have since been very much perfected, but do not
last as long as they did in the good old days.

In a receptacle containing air at a pressure of three atmospheres and
which is subjected to a very low temperature, earth gives us knitting needles.
By increasing the pressure and lowering the temperature we also get black-
birds, cra‘dles, green peas and beastly motor-bikes.

md S}E:;ﬁ);dﬂticed a‘nd tgasted, earth tums into fish-nooks. Thickly slic:ld
0 a cinder it tumns into urinals. Rolled into balls that explode

in .
the flames, it produces cockchafers and, if the balls are large eno%™
moustaches. ’

II. Air

Air, in jts natural state, ¢
fvorld Sneeze. At ground
niasummer and newspape
Place for them to be tran

onstantly secretes pepper which makes the
level this pepper condenses sO a$ to give. o
1S in winter. These only need to be put 2 2 dind
- sformed into railway stations or sponges, ep:‘i‘ two
h\mdrectl ?’ Contz'iin. Pepper also becomes conden®® carth 8
fine dugy th eet up in space, after which it falls pack 10 en 1°

at nobody ever notices it. Therefor®
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e of this flagrant futility does eventually begin to make
ated ewdeﬂfn an in the street automatically treads on it and flattens it
ppearancé’ . igns of conscience. Higher still, pepper is what puts the

:garklei sinted blue, air provides undergrowth in dr){ wefither, agd
fhen £ ins. but it can be dangerous to human beings if taken in
Heach W17 lt'tracau;es stomach ulcers and blisters, and also rots the teeth.
large dos?s a(sil ellow, air is used for making furs and, mixed with cock-
e pamt(?er }i’t cure’s lockjaw. When sugar is added, air is used for mending
hale pgz; a;;d if salt is added, it makes beds. When warmed between the
mnedr t:i inéreases in size until it is transformed into whips. Shredded into
tﬁitll]czmeat and doused with red wine, orchestral conductors may be Pro-
duced, and these are always extremely useful to country folk at harvest time.
Dried in the sun and kept throughout the winter in a very dry place, air will
provide engagement rings in springtime, but their extreme sensitivity to
vriations in temperature makes them very fragile and they rarely survive
into adulthood.

Kept in a sealed cupboard, air has a tendency to escape. When it
succeeds in doing this, it expires at the threshold in the form of mushrooms.
These are often used teday for smoothing away wrinkles.

Steeped in vinegar, air produces dock-hands who, in windy weather,
fun like over-ripe cheese. In such cases tender dock-hands are collected,
?r‘(‘):i’;ind then c}arefully ground so that they may be sown in spots well away
i Wayerltt su?hght. After. a month, the moon rises from these spots, forcing
Sy seemot the'earth in order to bloom, as it is not a star as so many
Bovers og theC; tI:lmk, but merely tl_le pf)llen of the innumerable fen‘lale
Wl the . ;ﬂ er dock-hands, which rises from the. earth every evening,
4, By o owers fall back to_ the earth so that their seed may Spring up
aingt ming the moon sinks down into the sea where, bouncing

flavoy © Waves, it sets up tides until eventually it melts and, as it dissolves,
TS the sea with st

III. Water

b

¢ f()rm .
1€ groung Of rain, water becomes earthworms burrowing their way into
W the gy h"s °5¢ worms, going to enormous depths, gather in vast masses
Varie o, 0 Tatural cavitieg and, when they split, produce crude oil. Several

18 0il 3 —
1, Studdeq I¢ worth noting:

forrned, itig i ol Which has a very brief duration period since, onee
mmedlately €aten away by moths.

2, Seeq .
¢d of, Which elephants find irresistable because it makes their

135



tusks grow- oil, which is completely useless as oil. Only th

3. Unicomn g pressure, will give marathon runners, whg

composing u}?dern‘;va:;(ling china for the purification of clay. Tp;
n
stant use wne

by the application of : has been
previously pu;iﬁed of all noxious matters by PP . of strong o
of octopus ink. oil. which has been given t.hIS name because. of the djs

s HO?ISG . ales. This is the oil that causes blisters tha
e festious iseaes
extrerr;el,;{ :;fecsj(])uiv}:isch clings to the bark of trees in cold Countries gpq
eventua.lly gges, 1;1 swift succession, sparrow’s eggs, Chine§e crackers and hyt.

ins. The crackers and the hat-pins t(?gether proc-iuc.e red billiard balls that are
Emenace to carp. They are so ferocious that within a few days whole ponds
which were once full of fish are turned into deserts3 after which the req balls
expire through lack of nourishment, at the same time producing will-o-the.
wisps.

6. Snowy oil, which is only to be found at the tops of the highest
mountains of Europe. At a height of two thousand five hundred yards this
oil loses all its properties, becomes dull, tarnished and brittle, and when ex-
posed to sunlight, turns into chairs, a species of lemur which looks harmless,
but whose extremely poisonous bite can be fatal if not rapidly attended to.

Chickens, whose feathers are keenly sought after for making low
gradients, come from river water by moonlight. However, these chickens do
not have feathers in summer, and their sprouting quills are like red teeth
which are shredded to make candles which are most useful in the country for
lt?lfiating undergrognd lakes. Such underground water is inhabited by multi-

es of keys which, as soon as a well is sunk, slip out through the shaft

and build nests at the to : o . nas
i P of the tallest tree w hrieks. As s00
night falls, they est tree with piercing shr

8aNg up in gr t for their lives
when they see the P In groups to attack dogs who run

T comin ’ el in bl
Once it 8 Yelping blue murder.

%5 1o ground level, well-wate ing a brilliant
; ) - I evaporates, leaving
merald residye 4t the bottom of ¢ P

$
hard, expangs d he well. When warmed, well-water becor:;::t
.’ an R at _ . -
elasticity which makes ; ? temperature of eighty degrees, acquires &

But thege kKangaroog

are subi . .
t ) ject to di ubes, a
© tuberculosis. o d this plays 1 seases of tbe respiratory tub hy dest
wood kaﬂgaroos, hich ¥S havoc with their numbers. This is W

choice of 1rabbit-breedersafe father more hardy than the other types:

181005, their f, INce, once the rabbits haye been in contact wuhkin g
flags, Wh tem : takes on 2 Soft silky texture which is perfect for ma® t0
beggars. Cut ig Peratures fy; below

: e
10 very thin g; zero, well-water is transform
8 . | |
*T, once jt 1 ices, these are used for making grottoes g i
136 AS evaporated, leaves behind a silk whos€

¢ hOrn’ de.
are ip con.

gracefy)
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stant amazement to ma. Certain female silks, a thousand
con

58 GOUICE 4 which still produce four litters of brandy glasses a year—each
aars 010 ant at least a dozen glasses—have been quoted. It is obvious that,
fiter comprisine ch as this, the brandy glass would have become a plague

itions Su ) .
under condlte than locusts, had he not discovered in crutches an even more
IS
man WO

{0
ly.
imPlacable e ngle crutch annually devours hundreds of thousands of

Indeed, one si : .

gy glasses and, in equatorial Africa alone, crutches, of which at least
braI;ltz %ﬁfferent species are known, make up endless armies which, after
twe

fevouring €VTY brandy glass in sight, turn to terrorising the qatives whose
narvest Of calves’ livers they completely destroy, thus reducing them to
poverty and famine. o
Finally, we should mention bearded-water, whose nature is still not
wery clear (although it may be made into armour which is very suitable for
little old ladies who feel the cold rather badly); flying-water, which navigators
use to take their bearings; light water, which is the basis of swimming-trunks;
hardwood-water, which is indispensible to sweet-makers; dusty-water, which
isuseful in carpentry; feathery water, which is hunted in December just at the
moment when the feathers take on their most brilliant hues; and clinker

water, which is mainly used in electricity, but also has many other uses which
we shall investigate later.

IV. Fire

f::egelagze: ‘Lnﬁ?e}:al element, fire dwells in stones and eggs. Trembling stones
fre, T - ¢h, when damp and exposed to sunlight, give the best kind of
b o SOft Sweet, velvety and perfumed, and is currently used for
Ming down churches. But such ’ sl

%0 much, as, if 11, Such stones should not be allowed to tremble
i fngg h;t - © trembling is over-pronounced, the fire will melt and
them wig, begonig :Y Sauce whose heat scalds people touching it and stings
i8 not ermitans t(})l make t}{em yawn from morn till night. If the trembling
Xlinguigp 1, bt ,1 e fire will crackle and spurt out damp moss which will
dreadeq y ’ q ai80 serve as a breeding ground for those fleas which are so
“lougs, _stuybers and cleaners because of the mess they make of their
Sparkle A r; ed by these fleas, colours do indeed lose their glittering
Sgfle. the osthrel:s;’ S0 that it becomes impossible to maintain a uniform
Cagfht Y dyers Whoand’ this kind of disturbing action is exactly what is
andlll(re ¢ fleas ang r:qulre r.narbled or textured effects.. Ther_efore they
depenze' ¢ mix tUreI:tl t;lf'ﬁm ln‘ equal quantities in sealed jars with the.dye
g on whe ther tha airly high temperaturc for varying lengths of time,

®¥ want to achieve an effect of marble or of watered
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Jk e gain for 3 whole winter, wind-stoqes Produce
Left O‘ft in however, Very short unless grez-nt care 18 j[aken to Phlnge
fires whose life 18, ing them, i.. before putting them in those |

ObSter.
them in the $¢ 101 for kindling fires. The fires then attract moleg Which gy,
pots Whl?h :;Zrlce of nourishment and thus help to extend the length iy
their main

intensity of fheu ltlf; different fires that are known is considerable. Amongst
L ust be counted tatter-fire from which we obtain bottles
the most comrO ::1 into quinine baths, give such ferocious fires that Special
which, when plu(;l gto cut them into the resilient lightweight planks which
s neede \ake their kites. Wellington fire is also not difficult to fipg
Chgdreglus;:;tnof a mixture of sleeping-cars and wheel-barrows, anq jt is:
be;:tgl szught after by composers. Stretched out on soft and well-brusheg
lg:eds,ywhen it has been lightly sprinkled with salt, it plays symphonies, ang
when it has been splashed with ink, it sings operas. One of the most commgp
types of fire, stinking-fire, is obtained by soaking bishops in cod-liver oil, Jt
gives off a noxious odour, but this is excellent for the growth of asparagus
shoots, as it puts paid to the drawers which nibble at them. We may also give
the example of cloudy-fire which stops rats and mice invading empty houses;
passage-fire which fizzles out as soon as it is squirted from hypodermic
syringes; taffeta-fire, which is essential in pastry-making; ostrich-fire, which
every girl slips into her bra when going to her first dance; hobbling-fire, which
scares doctors stiff since it starts epidemics (which must be fought off as soon
as they appear with an inhalation of leeks); whipped-fire, which prevents
v111a‘ge.rs from sleeping on the night before the grapes are gathered in; twig:
fire; pill-fire; dry-fire: black-and-white-fire: striped-fire; doctrinal-fire; etc.
- S‘:laieih‘i’fatl}l’Pe: ff ﬁfre are frequently encountered in their more-or-l?lSs
cleaned. eith wig\ r ﬁsshob the surface of the globe. They can be very eas1e);
which has previous| " -bones or l?y f.“lltermg them through blotting-p2p
Y been soaked in vinegar. However, much rarer varictis

of fi
rainr.eﬁrzrew:;llis:h kigown, such as button-fire which suits blondes s0 wall"(t)ti
Witch gy . makgroduced with great difficulty by crushing turl.wys W !
after Sprinkling jt wi:lhsmooth paste which is then put out to dry in th Sus
If the filings are not f qual quantities of very fine iron and copper A8
: Ot line enough, the paste will run and produce snall Chang:c’:
Ome and peck at it, causing it to explode sl
g black dust which can only be got rd ©

ﬁerCe

IS tog fine, birds will ¢

out cloygs .
o skin-cline:
Painting 4, aff Ingi

e i



. cpushed and compounded with clusters of heliotrope flowers,
prainefire is o been reduced to a powder, it is made into a night-cap for
ghich have ing to acquire beauty spots. Amongst the rarest of the remaining

sh o :
gomen Wis 1d still note shutter-fire, which rises from volcanic ash long

shou

fires ‘J; euption has taken place, and which, at the rate of a few ounces per
after

(on of ash treated with cider, makes it et L derap:ﬁre, which is used

decorative motif; flying-fire, which it is strictly forbidden to take into
;:S;ion.houses as it stirs up the passions of the needlewomen against the
wives of their bosses; rose-fire, which is found at the crack of dawn in the
woods in springtime; cross-bow-fire, which is a very rare disease of the horns
of cockled snails (one in ten thousand has it); quivering-fire; braces-fire;
breast-fire; and, last but not least, crumb-fire, which female penguins some-
times secrete when laying their eggs, although it evaporates after a few
moments if not gathered immediately and put into fresh cream.

Mexico, 1945
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zle Mineral Kingoom

dancing round and round an ice-cold flame of void, they blew it out. They sat
down, worn out, and huddled against one another as they were cold and it
Was really just to keep warm that they had gone on dancing so long like bears
in a cage.
~I am half dead, said fire, wiping his sweat-soaked brow. The sweat was
g:POfatmg fast and turning into fine snow which fell on their feet and froze
m,
i mu;}‘lv‘;}:‘fﬂlly must do something to avoid freezing, said earth and shi.vered
huge umbreﬁz alrg1 who was squashed between hf:r and.water, tumed into a
Water blz:; er which the others shelte.red with their teeth cha.ttermgl.
om them could gn her- numb ﬁngsars which were as red as coals; the; g ov(\;
Water began ¢ ave given them light. Something in the.m went solid an
Of breg Afteo work it mechanically between her fingers like an odd crumb
Piece of SUlphLa .few seconds, they heard a feeble bleat: water was hgldmg a
Shone i the lr n l.ler downy hands, which were covered in soft hairs t_hat
¢ Sulphyy \sh(?o}rln like good thick cream. They were all amazed and admired
fey g oy out ch sparkled in the empty night like a sly piece of sun, and
N fists, ¢ to imitate water. Fire even tried to go one better and clenched
iy ,ich ! blew on each in tum till he obtained in his left hand tur-
?;“t Which gy L Tan off howling like a beaten dog, and in his right hand
L g and hit earth on the knee. There was a rumble like 2 water-

Spark
flew off and set fire to the sulphur just as a sticky substance was
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s fingers. This also caught fire on Contact
air
seeping

4 le dug
burning sulphur b on impenet rable layer of white: but it Insulated thg
with a
covered them

iolin string ™ trom

‘hrating like a violin string.
the cold and tl?e dark}r:e:;;lgrritlsfw began to enjoy them‘sdves 50 thorgy

Water, air, eart it cold. Their hands recovered their natura] 5
that they no longer tfe fun: they tried to see who could be the most
the game started to be X ;1eW minerals. They yelled, blew, Whistleq, Sighed,
or the quickest to mv;zir hands, and produced in the process, Among othe,
breathed and san%1 .a'il appeared with a pirouette and a bow, a.nd r.1icke1, which
thingsilc‘)ptp;rl;dzqu so that they had to set about cheering it up
cried heart- ’

ab

ingeﬂious

—taking

. With the |
brought forth plaster, so that this impalp -
and br

gility anq

ing at it affectionately. It was no 800d, the
cossetting it togec';her,:ofiigg c:\:::lgmore miserably. Fire lost his temper angd
nickel Only-ended ugt SO angry he kicked it out of the way. But it still went
shouted gt it, r‘;‘é‘ w}g,impering for a long time; they all got upset and muttered
on moarl_‘rlgsaat the beastly creature, which meant that for a while they could
mlf:cit;gliﬂg but boring schists, and lead and zinc and rust and other

minerals with no shine to them, and quite without interest; they threw them

aside disdainfully and sometimes angrily, as they appeared in their hands.

Air started yelling a rugby song at the top of his lungs, intem;lpt(;edazz
the occasional sneeze, to the embarassment of water who blushe

modestly lowered her eyes; suddenly his hands felt so heavy he had to drop

' tresin
them at his sides, and the weight made his arms streich a good three metr

one swoop, while his neck stretche
and dangled on the end of it.
sparkled like tears ip sunshin

d out like a spring so his head bouncec}fl1 ::E ;
Air groaned and some big fat drops W

e, dripped from his battle-scarred hands,
dropping into the black void with

pavement; the

tinued
hill after a rabig pick has dug it open, Mercury had been born. It con
for hours to dri

de ns han n i earth and
gl g at his 31des. Water,
ﬁl‘e Were l i

eyed

S dmiration |
) With surprise and overflowed with joy and ad collectd
and praise. Eartpy hel like a dandelion flower to try an

d out her hang
few drops for 5 closer look, she wa
the other. She evep took it intg
tXpected regylt that hey jaw dro
Crystals in thousa

han to
nted to slide them gently from on¢

. Ch an une
her head to blow on them, with s

perless
Pped and she caught her breath. Num

£ he

o ollow ©
hands tyiee. . nds of different colours were fluttering in the b
> ‘Wittering ang tweeting for ) they were worth.

e .
Tedy ’ .all Stared a ¢arth’s hands in horror, even air who
ced weigh and more

- ht and §i26
or less returned to his normal weigh
147

ally
had grad® d |

: the
a sound like an omelette splza}ttmt%l eczlrlant |
y then bustled off like thousands of ants abandoning ,

1
|

e A A Y AN

i
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ere
fecov w collected @

oper fan-shaped use of his hands, and his elder-pith arms.
d the POLE few drops of mercury on her hand, and whistled over it

water 1OV o. The mercury meandered unconcernedly with little hops be-

qalt and

» g 2E g es s
=

— o

- e, tlE
= TIIEN, WS

hA' -

[

o

§ the

ine life line and the head line, and .water absently picke'd up a pinch of
rween shed it between her fingers into a fine dust which covered the
c;‘; e next time she whistled the mercury stuck to her hand like a
mercuty n envelope and at the third whistle it appeared to boil. She
Stal.mi gnor?ce more, then shook her hand vigorously and opened it. Snorting
whist eeighiﬂg and bucking and leaping to left and right, phosphorous
e I:ed- it came to a halt in front of them and preened itself like a young
fg;ezut ’to please, while hummingan ‘incomprehensible tune. They were
taken aback and slightly afraid at this curious performance; they cocked their
neads to one side and were asking themselves mentally how such an
exvberant ingredient could possibly be used, when it made a totally
unexpected movement and threw itself at fire. It gave him a nasty bite on the
thigh and then ran off giggling and crackling as fast as its legs could carry it,
and disappeared into a cloud of rust.

Now they started mixing the minerals they had despised up till then,
however they felt like it; they always remembered to add a drop of mercury.
There were hoots of laughter and shouts of joy which sometimes winged
away at top speed never to be seen again, but often they stayed circling above
their heads, Earth was the first to have mica rise from her hands with big
black eyes, waddling along like a well-to-do shopkeeper, carefully combed
nd freshly shaved and wearing its Sunday best; it was so completely
thsorbed in keeping up appearances that it foll down, falling so badly it ran
co;}:"ef'fipe Camembert. It was earth again who had solemn funereal marble
Yoics :;‘lt ;’lf her hands; it greeted them formally and correctly in a cavemnous

hx 1° sent such a shiver up their spines they did not even try to hold it
i R 1t walked off, with 3 stiff, dry, precise little nod, with the head

meq j : ; ; .
ot d just 4 fraction like ap automaton, before disappearing into the
ance behing 5

s 1 Spout of methylene blue. '

producing \ r;x tally crushed two drops of mercury between his fingers
em, [t C-lo ud of sparkling dust which would not settle anywhere except

to SCrape hergl ?ed them from head to toe. Earth was embarassed and s.tarted

the Ought tshe fclean to recover her usual looks but soon she had to give up

% fast o at she could get rid of this layer of gold; it was settling on her

theiy eVes "1 could SCrape it off. And the dust hung in the air and blocked

e . .
-‘ ha'dﬂ an nd ears, which hampered their efforts considerably. It was getting

h"’“ds, hayip arde?r; but then earth and air agreed to try hitting one another’s
The golq duSgt I:‘rllmed them with a few drops of mercury and a chip of s!ate.
dist&nce - away like a lid, and in one bound emerald rushed off into

e baCk’ took a look at them, and roared fiercely; then it threw
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art with it claws and gobbled him up in a flagp N
ap ofully, stretched out and fell fast 3Sleep’ Thlt j
+ Lhe

: re him
jself 3t 80 0 ted itsel €87 lled and fasci
. they were appa ed and fascinated at the same

ﬂded, ) .
ofhers Were t}?:ousaw the emerald 1ying there sleeping peacefully at th,
en us, Fire angrily kicked at a block of agate which fley, off
granite rock onto a spike of rock crystal on whic js

with a long, blood-curdling scream. 'It writhe.d around Spiralling
ith shock and pain in horrible contortions till they jumped up to the
wi

.merald and abruptly strangled it. They S%‘%eteze‘i - dhlard and 50 suddenly
that the emerald’s eyes were thrown some is :emce and lay there Shllnmg fike
two stars of absinthe. Its belly burst open and air Step[?e.d out, now bigger and
broader, built like 2 fairground wrestler; hfe was smll}ng and smoothing his
hair, which was not quite so neat as before his brutal mishap.
_Isn't he lovely, cried earth smiling at him enticingly, he looks like the
Jume of a hat.
’ Water had been very upset by air’s mishap, and she took umbrage at
these words. She frowned 0 hard that her eyes looked as if they had gone
parallel to her nose. She muttered various insults about girls who think they
are irresistable, man chasers, and other tramps only good for disrupting
marriages. Go and walk the streets! But earth took no notice. She did not
even hear, but still smiling, with her eyes alight with desire, she minced
towards air, who was already hooked and no longer hiding his feelings. Just
when earth was about to throw herself into air’s arms, fire gave her a kick on
the backside so hard she was thrown for miles, where she fell with a dul
thud. She lay there flashing with fury and trembling with rage. (
. ~That'll teach you how to behave, said fire. And as for you, he added
to air, I suggest you disappear pronto, or else . . .
Wi tiend;g n}?t have to complete his threat. Screams of pain and fury made
sl stresw eaalcll. He saw earth and air locked in a writhing .heap Vﬁad
gone mad. It n ar?‘md them which burst, broke and fought as if ’fheyl o
2 general .free.;vasa?s if the fight between earth and water was the signd ot
in every directi(:)r- L Sparks and jets of icy vapour or scalding stearn ShOtﬁng
earth, and on n. The minerals were divided into two camps, 08¢ SUPP?"t of
¢ water. So earth was clawed apart by codl, and 2 ° he

Nauseating acid ’
battle. half suffocated water, without the slightest 1P n

~Tho . . .
se fools will kill each other, said air with a fatuous smile-

His Smile e had h ppP 1 he ¥
Xa i ,
Sperated air more than all that appent ¢ ¢ ¢

he Slap 5
ped air 50 ha .
Suspended uncons il he sent h]_m ﬂylng ﬂat agaiﬂst the horizon whefe

) cious,

h t
2 two black eyes 4 he way fire turned to the raving virago* I;Jart 1ty

nd
» water was almost bald, having been




. Fire grabbed water by the feet and swung her round his head. She quickly
u,r;voun d and turned into a huge lasso which fire flung at ajr and let go of
U

rself round ajr and starte

remained warily in their places. Water w
she dared not approach her enemy. Fire ]
And the sun rose for the first time.

Paimpont, 1950






zhe RBeqetable Kingdom

O

X5 ¢ two pebbles clashed together, looked itself up and down and
muttered: “I am good looking, but what’s the point if I am alone? That must
change and people must look at me.” And it curled up, tied itself in a kx-mt
and undid itself till a tiny bit of it broke off and was blown away by the wind
%o a patch of mica. The mica shook itself hard as if it had been stung or
tumt, 5o that the blade of grass was thrown off and fell to the ground—
Ut not without taking with it a chip of mica. A cucumber came up, inflated,
feg deflated, then reflated. The blade of grass looked at its handiwork and
tho“ghtf “Well, that's one more sunset done!” .
Mean “}J:th those words it fell asleep; it was worn out by its ﬁ.rst dzfy of ll.f;].
Velve;N ﬂe.’ while it slept, things were on the move argunc_l it. Flints wi :
Carefulll)upﬂs’ solemn quartz, hypocritical marbles, dreaming !ades crept.up 1a

v yb 3 Indian hunters to look at this new arrival which was bhthg y
askedg T}?Ck and forth, taking poses, and winking at them w1th.out b«?mg
thougy 1 %€ Was the first one who dared touch it—oh so delicately; }Ee
Crrent th: recog;}ised one of the family. It was enough to send an elecit(;ll;
lifted itselfo Ugh him, which gave birth to the cherry tree; the cherry rals)h -
Firoq stm}? P on stilts and let its fruit hang lovingly. More boldly, ? <
lmmediatel 4 '8 hand up and down the blade of grass and brought ror:nd
dl&appeared 2 Violet coloured glow which ran off with quick little ste'p:1 and
Cmg Up o the ground a short way off. A few minutes later an artic

fr : . . ised its
Om thig Spot and soon grew ten metres high; then it realised
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dently came back down to its normal height.
If at the blade of grass, and embraced it vigoro
It still failed to wake it, but an oak tree 1

Meanwhﬂe .;p
usly With 5
se from the

mistake and pru
an opal threw 1ts
long kiss on the lips.

d.
grounA fine rain began slowly to fall. Every drop that fell on the by, of

ass evaporated immediately, but th,e vapout then condensed to form 5 New
lant. A cabbage fell on its head w"hxch it squashed. A popla.r tree took fright
and tried to hide behind a star which had come out in the nfght sky, but fleg
quickly when it saw the tree. Th(? poplar stopped dead. In 1ts tracks apq
wavered just long enough for the w1-nd to change and fix it in its ugyy pro-
portions for ever. The willow tree did n.ot understand what was wanteq of it
It tried to go back into the earth it had just come out of, so it bent dowp and
bumped into the blade of grass. The grass was horrified, and stood groaning
as it looked at the object before it; it had thought itself alone. It; |
whimpering extended to the early hours, though they had not yet come into
view over the horizon; the sound seemed to want to meet them and take
them by the hand but it made all the stones shiver uncontrollably. Some
of them, especially granite, porphry and lava, actually trembled with fear. .
And they were right; the rain, which was now falling steadily, when it touched
them, wove multicoloured crowns which dissolved very quickly to form seeds |
which germinated immediately. That is how the marshmallow came into _'
being. It sobbed and frowned severely at the unconsolable mignonette: “Pul
yourself together, will you!” At the same time the elm, still a boy, was
hopping around looking for somewhere to fix its roots, chased by the hate- .
ful ivy, which shouted: “You will not escape, I'll get you yet.”
Disorder reigned under the cover of the night. The honeysuckle cam® ¢

from nowhere zigzagging to escape a pine which was tilting at it & .
threatening to impale it. A pansy was sitting astride a heliotrope pulling out
its hair in handfuls, and a magnolia freshly sprung from the earth could ?2
°s¢ape rape by a bamboo which first tried to seduce it with a lullaby- E?ts
:?srlrp;nwgrsis was f:omfortably settled at the top of a beec.h. tfee; bljown
short-lived. The beech shook vigorously and the iriS wa was

Uite i . . an
duile a distance so that it skewered into the waterlogged earttlli’ngﬂfose'

L‘Llpglsongd there forever. On the right a walnut tree was bombar et |
daissy V:vl;::ht . rewdly put out thorns to protect itself. To the left ‘l‘l :18' which I
was hove > ripping Oﬂj its own petals to show how it loved th_e ¢ sly cracki®®
pebbles g:g- around it. Straight ahead the ash tree was fun.ourefraiﬂ ns
Syrupy 'voic}:nd 't the vine was drunkenly singing a bacchic incredible %
orgy. The ]aul-
tree. The b fp

¢l bush assaulted the lilac which then took it
turned shy and it took a long time for it t0 get ©
n be sure it ever really forgot.
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' qalked UP
. began 10 "
. reenery ret

b
L
q

maline Was frothing‘wi.th rage in a corner while blushing 10

of its hair with shame. ° ms r.eally cannot go on,” it resolved. It
¢ 1008 jeterminedly to some stinging nettles, grabbed a clump, and
nack at the vegetation. As it had already grown quite big, the
orted: “Mind your own business you puritanical idiot, you fraud
<o cannot even work out what colour to be.” The peach tree gave it a kick

s hich sent it flying, then scratched the ground and pulled out the bramble,

v 2y
'

‘
R |

¥ hich qurrounded the plants with an apparently impenetrable hedge. But the

- oumaline did not give up. The peach tree’s kick had knocked off a bit of its

“\ sparkle and it threw this over the bramble hedge; a thousand different sorts of

-

R
%
.ﬂ_t

3

.~

e W A

cactus sprang up, all crammed against each other so that the plants had to
keep completely still to avoid being pricked all over.

Calm appeared to have returned, but only precariously. The vegetation
momentarily powerless, was only waiting for an opportunity to rebel. It was
the storm that set things off. A tempestuous wind had followed the rain and
in no time turned on its head the unstable order achieved by the tourmaline.
The prickly pear was suddenly squashed up against the jasmine, which
screamed so loud it scared the virginia creeper. The creeper was all set to
dimb over a rock but the jasmine’s screams made it lose all its leaves at a
Stf?ke, But the jasmine recovered and shook off the prickly pear, a bulb at
@ time. What did the wretched things care! The bulbs laughed at the groaning
Jasmine, and each one stuck itself into the soil and multiplied then broke off
and multiplied again so that soon the whole area was covered with prickly
pears, till once again no one could move an inch. But their immobility did not
last long, as the wind started blowing even harder. In one blast it carried off
ateﬂ;:: ttato, the tumip and the onion, which were methodically getting drunk
iree intop of an oak tree, and buried them. The same blast dragged the ph'xm

atteneg 2 deSe'rted. corner with the sycamore and the chestnut, which
which th everything in their path, and started a bloody fight in the course of
Was 5o b ¢ carrot was flayed alive and thrown into a hole, and the plane tree

N adly beaten up it was covered in bruises for ever. - .
tan acr::( thunder began to rumble in the distance, and then hghtmr\gf
lightnin SIthe sky. The clematis rushed forward trying to catch 2 streak ;
hghtnjnz. c: ﬁ“al}y succeeded, until then it had .been a great tree, b;;dtug

tead Jike rried it Of.f , stretched it out and broke it, s0 The clematis e.r; )
%2 where i’tand th‘f’ lightning went away with a bit (?f ¥t and tlhrev\-r i o
® storm w}g:ve nse to seaweed. The seaweed multiplied rapldly(; in Spln e
_shore; they ich tore it out in armfuls, which the waves wz.ishe up ;them
lnto reéds br\: e;je Cru§hed brutally against granite rocks, ?Nhlch .tulmg i
3 it Struck St ng with terror. Here and there the lightning whistle ka o
hghtning o 4 flint which burst into a hawthorn bush, or a roc 1Cq"c' "
Mductor which dissolved to engender the tulip or the aPP & THec,
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whether the lightning struck the tip or Whippe ]

depeni-intﬁeo?onducwf- If the lightning struck an ordinary bjt of |
stem O

it split open ©
coming down

. .
on every side, bringing out the mango tree, the . Sbn()w
re, the broom, the bracken and the vanijj, o Pberry

lettuce he b
can:h:rcg‘;nut palm, the sugar beet and the elder tree, all iy 4 figh there
or

. ten;
state of chaos. S0 a lettuce more tbantﬁlght hun;i(rc:d metres high boreerr;;ng
berries, while a coconut palm bushier ag an oa free d.r0pped plums g1
foot, and the bracken had tomatoes hanging rqm 1ts spores, Aj] the
vegetation was in this state and e‘:‘very plagt complained. The e]de, was ng
bigger than a radish and groaned: Wh‘e:'n w ill they be able to make reed-pipe
from my stems?” The broom sighed: Gw.e me flowers, please, some flowers
for pity’s sake,” and looked at its long, straight, dry trunk.

Everywhere you looked there was desolation and it was miserabje 1,
see the growing havoc—mistletoe coming out of the earth with cornflowe,
blossoms, while roses bloomed in the pear trees. Nothing was in its place!
And with the storm blowing for centuries, the chaos only went on getting
worse. A willow was seen with flint arrowheads hanging from its branches
and a black pebble gave off a heady whiff of garlic. There seemed to be
no remedy and the flora seemed condemned to drift from species to species |
and had to get used to the most peculiar couplings. It was quite common |
for the flowers of a turnip weighing several tons hanging in mid-air to be |

fertilised by a wallflower, or for nuggets of obsidian to drip from faded |

peonies. Suddenly, when there was nothing to suggest that harmony would.
reign one day, the sky began to clear, and the storm moved on, and through
the still heavy clouds a ray of sunshine was seen and the rainbow glistene
with all its jewels over the spellbound earth. The vegetation understood &t
onc_e and without protesting every plant quietly returned to the spot for ;
which it was meant: the strawberry came down from the trees where it had |
been living as a parasite and lay flat-on the ground, the plum tree which w2 |
CIfeepmg along the earth, stood upright, the vine which was as stiff as 3 Ca‘l""k; |
?03{:5;,«3211&&1:?3(1 and laid itself out to dry upon a rock and the other P4”
®xample. There was nothing more to add.

Paris, 195 5
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HE VENUS FLY-TRAP YAWNED: “NOTHING |
to put in the pecker!” It looked all around and E
79 rolled its eyes ferociously, growling and grumbling ;
< ¢ against the cruel fate that had given it such a large |
% appetite. Above it, the flame tree waved its long pods |
" with a sound like castanets, as if just to taunt the fly-
trap. A seed fell out of one pod and began to fly around back and forth, but
it met'another seed with which it coupled and soon thousands of flies and
mosquitoes were criss-crossing the air. The fly-trap was very relieved; it would
rl;::tdxe of hugger; from now on it could be sure of getting enough 10 eat. Even
kee;‘;;}:e flies and mosquitoes multiplied so fast that the fly-trap could get

It was getting flushed, and | 1a apoplepti
It stopped eating and fell asleep’. ROl (P Rk S

mOSquTi“Icl(fe:rZisd and flowers and all of nature was now invaded by ﬂ;esu::
“Who will get ﬂ;"erywhere there was a feeling of disgust, almost 72 3
shivered. Its shiy Ny f these revolting objects?” asked a blooming rosé;

WEen, the bluety . oy e 1S petals drop and drift away Of the 2" "
after the insectsl aILd many other birds emerged from them a“d_ Spe with
fragments of pla;t\: 0s¢ debris piled up on the warm grOUﬂd mix® 1 wes

SWarminge ; . The mixture rapid d soon the SO.
delay t.hg mdeSCnbably: pidly fermented an with

®Y attackeq ants had been born in their thousands‘a;m i !,,
pea; “H » . 452
153 elp me!” moaned the plum rée



 walnut, but the ants did not pa‘use for one moment. They sawed,
. they snipped away, they laid waste all in their path. “That
09Dv™ said the agave, **] am going to get this sorted out. And with
' ++ oave a prod to a briar. Out tumbled an anteater, curled up

one of11 1t of fear; then it realised that no one meant it any harm, and the

- pall 0 -
i a};}i ¢ ats made its mouth water, so it set to work methodically and drove
g

fpeants 10 €41 : .
s rather proud of this; encouraged by this first success it

The agave wa
rodded with one of its thorns a pebble which was sunbathing beside a dried-
ip dver bed. The pebble yelped with pain, and was immediately covered with

 dark pelt and ran off moaning, having tumed into an otter. Once out of
cach of the agave it spotted a pond and dived in to cool its wound. The agave
ughed and 2 grasshopper sprang from its mouth, and went and hid beneath
sone. The agave, increasingly pleased with itself, took a handful of salt and

rew it at the calyx of a gladiolus, and out jumped a cod, looking rather
suprised. At the same time it spat at an oak tree whose bark soon rang with
the rat-a-tat-tat of a woodpecker’s beak. This time it went really wild. It
squashed a clump of borage and produced the mole, which dug its way into
e earth in search of a cheese or a piece of gingerbread. Then it picked up
I Vi@hl. It tuned the strings, and waves of worms came out. Then it started
;laymg a waltz and a pig hopped out of the bow with a grunt, followed by a
I:J:fc'\,\jhlgh was upset by the pig’s grunting and ran away. “That’s enough
kanga;o()s O;T:Cd the thododendron with a snort, which gave birth to sev.eral
“We neeci. ¢ agave was annoyed by this protest and walked away, saying:
ades ig aSOme life é.iround here. 1 shall shuffle the cards until the king of
and Pheasa;lt ace again and soap bubbles release turkeys when they burst,
i Turkigh bst::nd ducks and squirrels, which at the moment mope around
Bve me ﬁg}a}t S. And now my pipe has gone out! Little robin, come arll-d
it before flyin ) fThe r_obm meekly appeared from the agave“s pipe ar}lldul;
‘md 2 vanilla io f. As it went on its way the agave thought, V:’here Is a ;
S ording ar bl'loOm to make a lion with a beautiful mane: All flt;e
beetle’s Winry syllogism, even a rickety one, which 1 could scratch- with a
8ase to bring out a giraffe. And what could I not obtain from

that‘) In
" In whi .
. White sauce the male giraffe produces the cormorant while hot, and

the i W
t into prawns and

s‘?i““rc i Sel"lvﬁold; cut it into thin strips and one can win1l
i dePer;din en soaked in grease the giraffe will make a sp
Raye 1 O theg ;"’hether the sun is shining or there ar€ clo Tl
¥ bent 4 emale giraffe . . . My shoelace has gone and broken: y
g threy, itQWn to re-tie its shoe-lace. It picked up the now useless fmt
lty, Wriggl-away without caring where it went. It Was a primrose ;hi
A g t; ng and struggling till out popped a dog the size of one¢s 1sd.

» threadaike tail, two or three metres long and hobbled aroufl
153

aqrrow Or a frigate
uds in the wind.




1, one tucked up behind its head to
th 0

€ asoy
. more strength than one would haye
rked Wi

i xpected

wi . . ;

on thre¢ legs,’ ba ave picked' it up by its Crania] Jg
f crest. pot 1 11 creature. The ag

0 a

a Sm

The dog grew visibly, and wagged its y
.+ with sandpaper-

pper leg for
ol size, but it still had that tail and that leg! The S
i norm 3
sn
ui;:kly dealt with; the agave
q

it off with a quick movement, toqy One

e aipolizdm e QOg’S skin agdt hs’tuck the leg by

of its biggest T, Il))een. The animal wh1mper<?d af‘lR'ghi 'ag\z(we Was upgey

where it should haV‘;l ard its face was sm?shed in. “ ﬂxl Th Ou can be 4

and punched %t > there was still the tail to deal with. ;3 agav? grabbeg

pulldog!” it said; buth tail clean off—the animal came and licked ’1,ts hmds.

a synonym ba“d:xgil efor me to make a thousand breeds of dog,” saig the
“This will be €

. : : t one bit in a keyhole, anq 4
il into little bits. It pu _ :

agave, aﬂddChOPle’egutth:h? other side. A second crumb of it, rolled in sugar,

Dachshund cam

irth to the Sheepdog and a third piece was thrown into a drawer, where it
gave birth to

inter. By mixing and combining the pieces

mixed witl} e d: Si;toezlril::fsitlr):;ttzes, liS',cotes, sneezing pow'der, king and

with kmC?S (3 cocﬁrades etc.—the agave succeeded in producing all the dogs

countr};; Sotlfiier(:f the ﬁrst, one, but none of them barked e).ice;.)t the first;

g)ogl pticlied up an alexandrine and started to beat the pack v‘nth 1lt. The dogs

soon began to bark and growl as if they had never done an’?'thm.g ]: s:. -

“That’s all right,” said the agave, “now let’s go on.” It picke upr "

of proportion and dropped it in vinegar which began to fizz and SVY:Z , y

then to laugh inanely, while at the same time turning as black a§ pitc .kmg
monkey appeared and scampered off to bathe in the nearest river, ma

waved
sharp little cries. The agave was as happy as could be. It sang, shouted,
its arms and chattere

d, seized with a senseless exultation: “If one boﬂ;lz
candle and then roflg it in prepositions, it will give a kingfisher. Take i
feather from the bird and stick it into the buttocks of a vaseline-coated m e
taten square 100t, and the result wil} be the scorpion. And what about ain.
shark? I can already see in it pureed half-compass left out in heavy rhe i
Ex‘llsri,hthing 1S possible: | shall extract the zebra from a smoked laundry-

: oon-
¢ toad from 4 thimble of flowers; but I shall have to work in the m*°
0 as tg keep it 4

: Part from the fy 4
:;;v(ll;l?; Iwglh Crumbled diagramg until ail the hummin g-birds fly out. An

o not find , dried f} of a psychf’logx
which wigg make a very o OWer between the pages

Al‘f esentable ass when mixed with Prussian blue ff
e ifebelt Covered ip moss lay in hj

Carly a)] ¢ € moss ang said
the lifebelt se

. ened,
> “Come along, lizards.” Nothing happen®®’ g
*Med to haye

: it it oper
difficulty breathing, so the agave slit !

© Of lizards hq
® agave wepy o, ] Pped out,

ich i
ale Wh!
1 OW all the cetacians: the blue wh
54

; shed &
s path. He picked it up, i put

toric |
ea. I shall crush the flowers of the the |

book
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e

~

: embroidered nec

| pot it

A Ich p;
;‘Ta fleece sp‘Pe-cl
IR t was 3 0 ﬂ'l

‘the
F ﬂext
o On s
Jugt s y, €in ¢q

from grilled incense powdered Witl.] circumﬂe.x‘ accents, the spern
from a pine cone used as a fishing rod wlfu.h breaks when you

f sealing wax made furious by the cruel ill-treatinent to which

ha blockbc_’ecte d: and the dolphin born from the copulation of a loft with
8] d’l know the felines too: the tiger which you find sleeping
re you have stuffed kissed hands, a paperclip, some jelly beans
book. It will only wake up if I decorate it with a delicately
klace of magnetic iron. Then there is the panther which was
wn at first when it leapt from a bugle bubt-)ling with beer-froth. Several
nds of panther are known to science. Liquid panthers which rumble in
nimosa woods in early spring and evaporate with the first storm; buttered
panthers which were used to make fingers for monkeys; bivalve panthers
which the wind makes sing out of tune; bearded panthers which can some-
times be found in shaving foam—they give it its special quality (without them
shaving foam would just be a sort of liquid manure). Not to mention the
terrble knife-blade or dumb-founded panther, which lurks in stations at
night and eats up the points. And I can also see coming from a grain of sand
which has been driven by the wind three times around its starting point, the
floppy owl. It is covered in soft fish scales and it is trembling because it is

sxtracté
gle made

it has bee
g haybox Vet

na pocket Whe
d an address

- thout to dive into a river of warm milk to escape from an imaginary danger.

¥hen nothing happens it will come back up looking dishevelled, and blink.
inudf:mr there is the toucan which I started makin g with the beak, which I
o .ton_m d $ausage tree fruit, but I made a mistake and before I had time to

1t right it flew off and started making an infernal racket in the back of

‘ acupb“oard. Too bad for t!

ol tomal:gt s:()getner a tf)rtoxse trom a liquidised Archimedes principle With
Up with 5 uce folded into it; but what a circus that was! First it got mixed

caterpillar because the Archimedes principle evaporated just when [
Metal bryg °t Of the hollow of my hand. I had to rub it vigorously with a

 Months oy © 8ive it a bluish shine, then feed it up with proverbs for several
i

I nally dip it jn copper filings to give it a presentable shell, but it

Eavy th ; .
“ tooke animal can no longer run, let alone fly as I had wished.

§ 0 sprig 2 whipped sophism and made all sorts of pelicans: the pelican

% iy carpentc Makes the colour yellow, the soapy pelican you boil to
Klicqy Which l:y’ & dead-wood pelican for unblocking taps, the legless
- om gy, 1S 0N hers eggs till the eggs lay more, and the horned pelican
®aners are made. But none of them had either plumage
te - O0ly afte, ely shivered in the cold. They were not complete pel'icans.

e Which ®Xtracted from white-hot flypaper the helical pelican—
ears sheep and lives on the wool—that I thought of soaking
dliver ofl, I marinated it for some time and it emerged

M today. The rhinoceros was quite simple; it was born
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pall, It was no bigger than a may fly, but then it g,
d when it thought it was big enough, it stoppeg. The
hant which worked its way out of a coconut thagy, o
keleton and slithered wretchedly aroung o th

trumpeting with pain, for its delicate skip Waes
ebble. It was so ﬂatkylou would have mistakey, 3
.+ on it and made it a skeleton out of spider’s th;
for.a cailrpet.a 1I1 ;g:ﬁ,pxymomem later it stood up on legs eight metres 106:;1
whul:hnate:“;s a giraffe’s, and with four knees, 5o that it kept falling down |
;st te(y cut, fill out and shape its legs to give it a bearable existence.

«If f had to tell you everything, I wou.ld never get to the end. I had to
spread speech around here and there, but it was still a mess. The starfish
whined till it got on everyone’s nerves, and the mouse croaked hoarsely ina
language with no r’s or 8’s. It argued endlessly about trivial nonsense with a
fluty-voiced heron; though I suspect they barely made themselves understood
as they were continually on the point of hitting each other. That is why
I decide to cut man out from a prune. He was still tiny, but I felt sure that
time would let him grow—it had promised it would. Man had barely started
breathing when he stood up on his legs and yelled, <¢So where’s the wife,
then?” 1 said: “It’s up to you to find her.” So he collected some honey
which was oozing out of a hive and shaped it to make his wife.

else an
for the elep
but it had no 8

ground like a legless maf,
scratched by the smallest P

its tusks,

Paris, 1958
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