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The Four Elements

HE WORLD IS COMPOSED OF WATER,
A earth, air and fire. It is not spherical but shaped
(’(% like a bowl, and is oneé of the breasts of heaven.
</ The other is to be found at the centre of the Milky Way.
i

I. Earth

Earth Preeds. flies, phantoms which are there to watch over it by day and
i‘::;il:s ‘;‘:lr;ng the warm weatther. When it is cold, dried earth shrivels into
ot of s earsneegs no watching over. But during the summer smoke pours
like bundles of?;; ’w_‘th0ut flies to direct it upwards, this would lie around

Wh rty linen.

L Elpts}tl:)cr;ugl:y Wiftered, ear.th brings forth the following: ‘
'pstick_Wavy " ’S:’ k1<:h 1s.wh.at k1s_ses are made of. There are two kinds of
flags—angq light fl’ 1c coming in long ripples which, when distilled, produces
e, howevye, tw;ps’nck “.’h}Ch bears the flowers that turn into kisses. There

¥ drying th; blosvery distinct ways of obtaining these. It can be done either
805 1o obtaiy soms the very moment they burst open, o1 by crushing the
mpossih]e a perfume which evaporates so quickly that it is almost
't‘l’(ha“g on to it L
« Turkj ’
These Make lsS\:lc}l: aths,. which come from kneading damp earth with yoghurt.
a disgusting din that they have been gradually pushed
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lowly eating away the earth.

sed more and more frequently to cure At
down to @ powder, aré very popular as 3 detergl ,ﬁ
t spoil the colours of Qelicate and ﬂmxsy underc‘lothes,

5. Spectacles for people with ‘short sight and ‘Whlch. come fron
earth with pots of boiling china tea and then simmering it a) .

Q T, ;
stcamel\ uny other things may be obtained also from dampened earth, such 5
ompasses, sausages, boxers, matches, and prepositions that were still useq by
COMPASSES, which can only be found nowadays in antique shops,

by our grandparents but ind nowaday
y B%: blowing on earth, i.e. py gently filling it with air, gooseberries age

obtained. Tricycles come by blowing hard. |
Mechanical methods (whose origins will be explained in greater detail

later) permit greater quantities of air to be pumped into the earth, and have
brought forth sieves. This is done by taking earth sprinkled with chicken
droppings and subjecting it to 2 powerful stream of air which has been care-
fully kept at room temperature. Once reduced to dust the loamy earth
is enclosed in a receptacle in which the air, agitated by a powerful propeller-
fan, goes from freezing point every five minutes to fifty degrees above zero
and vice versa, and produces caretakers. These were discovered originally by
the Prince Consort, and have since been very much perfected, but do not
last as long as they did in the good old days.

In a receptacle containing air at a pressure of three atmospheres and
which is subjected to a very low temperature, earth gives us knitting needles.
By increasing the pressure and lowering the temperature we also get black-
birds, cra‘dles, green peas and beastly motor-bikes.

md S}E:;ﬁ);dﬂticed a‘nd tgasted, earth tums into fish-nooks. Thickly slic:ld
0 a cinder it tumns into urinals. Rolled into balls that explode

in .
the flames, it produces cockchafers and, if the balls are large eno%™
moustaches. ’

II. Air

Air, in jts natural state, ¢
fvorld Sneeze. At ground
niasummer and newspape
Place for them to be tran

onstantly secretes pepper which makes the
level this pepper condenses sO a$ to give. o
1S in winter. These only need to be put 2 2 dind
- sformed into railway stations or sponges, ep:‘i‘ two
h\mdrectl ?’ Contz'iin. Pepper also becomes conden®® carth 8
fine dugy th eet up in space, after which it falls pack 10 en 1°

at nobody ever notices it. Therefor®
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e of this flagrant futility does eventually begin to make
ated ewdeﬂfn an in the street automatically treads on it and flattens it
ppearancé’ . igns of conscience. Higher still, pepper is what puts the

:garklei sinted blue, air provides undergrowth in dr){ wefither, agd
fhen £ ins. but it can be dangerous to human beings if taken in
Heach W17 lt'tracau;es stomach ulcers and blisters, and also rots the teeth.
large dos?s a(sil ellow, air is used for making furs and, mixed with cock-
e pamt(?er }i’t cure’s lockjaw. When sugar is added, air is used for mending
hale pgz; a;;d if salt is added, it makes beds. When warmed between the
mnedr t:i inéreases in size until it is transformed into whips. Shredded into
tﬁitll]czmeat and doused with red wine, orchestral conductors may be Pro-
duced, and these are always extremely useful to country folk at harvest time.
Dried in the sun and kept throughout the winter in a very dry place, air will
provide engagement rings in springtime, but their extreme sensitivity to
vriations in temperature makes them very fragile and they rarely survive
into adulthood.

Kept in a sealed cupboard, air has a tendency to escape. When it
succeeds in doing this, it expires at the threshold in the form of mushrooms.
These are often used teday for smoothing away wrinkles.

Steeped in vinegar, air produces dock-hands who, in windy weather,
fun like over-ripe cheese. In such cases tender dock-hands are collected,
?r‘(‘):i’;ind then c}arefully ground so that they may be sown in spots well away
i Wayerltt su?hght. After. a month, the moon rises from these spots, forcing
Sy seemot the'earth in order to bloom, as it is not a star as so many
Bovers og theC; tI:lmk, but merely tl_le pf)llen of the innumerable fen‘lale
Wl the . ;ﬂ er dock-hands, which rises from the. earth every evening,
4, By o owers fall back to_ the earth so that their seed may Spring up
aingt ming the moon sinks down into the sea where, bouncing

flavoy © Waves, it sets up tides until eventually it melts and, as it dissolves,
TS the sea with st

III. Water

b

¢ f()rm .
1€ groung Of rain, water becomes earthworms burrowing their way into
W the gy h"s °5¢ worms, going to enormous depths, gather in vast masses
Varie o, 0 Tatural cavitieg and, when they split, produce crude oil. Several

18 0il 3 —
1, Studdeq I¢ worth noting:

forrned, itig i ol Which has a very brief duration period since, onee
mmedlately €aten away by moths.

2, Seeq .
¢d of, Which elephants find irresistable because it makes their
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tusks grow- oil, which is completely useless as oil. Only th

3. Unicomn g pressure, will give marathon runners, whg

composing u}?dern‘;va:;(ling china for the purification of clay. Tp;
n
stant use wne

by the application of : has been
previously pu;iﬁed of all noxious matters by PP . of strong o
of octopus ink. oil. which has been given t.hIS name because. of the djs

s HO?ISG . ales. This is the oil that causes blisters tha
e festious iseaes
extrerr;el,;{ :;fecsj(])uiv}:isch clings to the bark of trees in cold Countries gpq
eventua.lly gges, 1;1 swift succession, sparrow’s eggs, Chine§e crackers and hyt.

ins. The crackers and the hat-pins t(?gether proc-iuc.e red billiard balls that are
Emenace to carp. They are so ferocious that within a few days whole ponds
which were once full of fish are turned into deserts3 after which the req balls
expire through lack of nourishment, at the same time producing will-o-the.
wisps.

6. Snowy oil, which is only to be found at the tops of the highest
mountains of Europe. At a height of two thousand five hundred yards this
oil loses all its properties, becomes dull, tarnished and brittle, and when ex-
posed to sunlight, turns into chairs, a species of lemur which looks harmless,
but whose extremely poisonous bite can be fatal if not rapidly attended to.

Chickens, whose feathers are keenly sought after for making low
gradients, come from river water by moonlight. However, these chickens do
not have feathers in summer, and their sprouting quills are like red teeth
which are shredded to make candles which are most useful in the country for
lt?lfiating undergrognd lakes. Such underground water is inhabited by multi-

es of keys which, as soon as a well is sunk, slip out through the shaft

and build nests at the to : o . nas
i P of the tallest tree w hrieks. As s00
night falls, they est tree with piercing shr

8aNg up in gr t for their lives
when they see the P In groups to attack dogs who run

T comin ’ el in bl
Once it 8 Yelping blue murder.

%5 1o ground level, well-wate ing a brilliant
; ) - I evaporates, leaving
merald residye 4t the bottom of ¢ P

$
hard, expangs d he well. When warmed, well-water becor:;::t
.’ an R at _ . -
elasticity which makes ; ? temperature of eighty degrees, acquires &

But thege kKangaroog

are subi . .
t ) ject to di ubes, a
© tuberculosis. o d this plays 1 seases of tbe respiratory tub hy dest
wood kaﬂgaroos, hich ¥S havoc with their numbers. This is W

choice of 1rabbit-breedersafe father more hardy than the other types:

181005, their f, INce, once the rabbits haye been in contact wuhkin g
flags, Wh tem : takes on 2 Soft silky texture which is perfect for ma® t0
beggars. Cut ig Peratures fy; below

: e
10 very thin g; zero, well-water is transform
8 . | |
*T, once jt 1 ices, these are used for making grottoes g i
136 AS evaporated, leaves behind a silk whos€

¢ hOrn’ de.
are ip con.
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stant amazement to ma. Certain female silks, a thousand
con

58 GOUICE 4 which still produce four litters of brandy glasses a year—each
aars 010 ant at least a dozen glasses—have been quoted. It is obvious that,
fiter comprisine ch as this, the brandy glass would have become a plague

itions Su ) .
under condlte than locusts, had he not discovered in crutches an even more
IS
man WO

{0
ly.
imPlacable e ngle crutch annually devours hundreds of thousands of

Indeed, one si : .

gy glasses and, in equatorial Africa alone, crutches, of which at least
braI;ltz %ﬁfferent species are known, make up endless armies which, after
twe

fevouring €VTY brandy glass in sight, turn to terrorising the qatives whose
narvest Of calves’ livers they completely destroy, thus reducing them to
poverty and famine. o
Finally, we should mention bearded-water, whose nature is still not
wery clear (although it may be made into armour which is very suitable for
little old ladies who feel the cold rather badly); flying-water, which navigators
use to take their bearings; light water, which is the basis of swimming-trunks;
hardwood-water, which is indispensible to sweet-makers; dusty-water, which
isuseful in carpentry; feathery water, which is hunted in December just at the
moment when the feathers take on their most brilliant hues; and clinker

water, which is mainly used in electricity, but also has many other uses which
we shall investigate later.

IV. Fire

f::egelagze: ‘Lnﬁ?e}:al element, fire dwells in stones and eggs. Trembling stones
fre, T - ¢h, when damp and exposed to sunlight, give the best kind of
b o SOft Sweet, velvety and perfumed, and is currently used for
Ming down churches. But such ’ sl

%0 much, as, if 11, Such stones should not be allowed to tremble
i fngg h;t - © trembling is over-pronounced, the fire will melt and
them wig, begonig :Y Sauce whose heat scalds people touching it and stings
i8 not ermitans t(})l make t}{em yawn from morn till night. If the trembling
Xlinguigp 1, bt ,1 e fire will crackle and spurt out damp moss which will
dreadeq y ’ q ai80 serve as a breeding ground for those fleas which are so
“lougs, _stuybers and cleaners because of the mess they make of their
Sparkle A r; ed by these fleas, colours do indeed lose their glittering
Sgfle. the osthrel:s;’ S0 that it becomes impossible to maintain a uniform
Cagfht Y dyers Whoand’ this kind of disturbing action is exactly what is
andlll(re ¢ fleas ang r:qulre r.narbled or textured effects.. Ther_efore they
depenze' ¢ mix tUreI:tl t;lf'ﬁm ln‘ equal quantities in sealed jars with the.dye
g on whe ther tha airly high temperaturc for varying lengths of time,

®¥ want to achieve an effect of marble or of watered
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Jk e gain for 3 whole winter, wind-stoqes Produce
Left O‘ft in however, Very short unless grez-nt care 18 j[aken to Phlnge
fires whose life 18, ing them, i.. before putting them in those |

ObSter.
them in the $¢ 101 for kindling fires. The fires then attract moleg Which gy,
pots Whl?h :;Zrlce of nourishment and thus help to extend the length iy
their main

intensity of fheu ltlf; different fires that are known is considerable. Amongst
L ust be counted tatter-fire from which we obtain bottles
the most comrO ::1 into quinine baths, give such ferocious fires that Special
which, when plu(;l gto cut them into the resilient lightweight planks which
s neede \ake their kites. Wellington fire is also not difficult to fipg
Chgdreglus;:;tnof a mixture of sleeping-cars and wheel-barrows, anq jt is:
be;:tgl szught after by composers. Stretched out on soft and well-brusheg
lg:eds,ywhen it has been lightly sprinkled with salt, it plays symphonies, ang
when it has been splashed with ink, it sings operas. One of the most commgp
types of fire, stinking-fire, is obtained by soaking bishops in cod-liver oil, Jt
gives off a noxious odour, but this is excellent for the growth of asparagus
shoots, as it puts paid to the drawers which nibble at them. We may also give
the example of cloudy-fire which stops rats and mice invading empty houses;
passage-fire which fizzles out as soon as it is squirted from hypodermic
syringes; taffeta-fire, which is essential in pastry-making; ostrich-fire, which
every girl slips into her bra when going to her first dance; hobbling-fire, which
scares doctors stiff since it starts epidemics (which must be fought off as soon
as they appear with an inhalation of leeks); whipped-fire, which prevents
v111a‘ge.rs from sleeping on the night before the grapes are gathered in; twig:
fire; pill-fire; dry-fire: black-and-white-fire: striped-fire; doctrinal-fire; etc.
- S‘:laieih‘i’fatl}l’Pe: ff ﬁfre are frequently encountered in their more-or-l?lSs
cleaned. eith wig\ r ﬁsshob the surface of the globe. They can be very eas1e);
which has previous| " -bones or l?y f.“lltermg them through blotting-p2p
Y been soaked in vinegar. However, much rarer varictis

of fi
rainr.eﬁrzrew:;llis:h kigown, such as button-fire which suits blondes s0 wall"(t)ti
Witch gy . makgroduced with great difficulty by crushing turl.wys W !
after Sprinkling jt wi:lhsmooth paste which is then put out to dry in th Sus
If the filings are not f qual quantities of very fine iron and copper A8
: Ot line enough, the paste will run and produce snall Chang:c’:
Ome and peck at it, causing it to explode sl
g black dust which can only be got rd ©

ﬁerCe

IS tog fine, birds will ¢

out cloygs .
o skin-cline:
Painting 4, aff Ingi

e i



. cpushed and compounded with clusters of heliotrope flowers,
prainefire is o been reduced to a powder, it is made into a night-cap for
ghich have ing to acquire beauty spots. Amongst the rarest of the remaining

sh o :
gomen Wis 1d still note shutter-fire, which rises from volcanic ash long

shou

fires ‘J; euption has taken place, and which, at the rate of a few ounces per
after

(on of ash treated with cider, makes it et L derap:ﬁre, which is used

decorative motif; flying-fire, which it is strictly forbidden to take into
;:S;ion.houses as it stirs up the passions of the needlewomen against the
wives of their bosses; rose-fire, which is found at the crack of dawn in the
woods in springtime; cross-bow-fire, which is a very rare disease of the horns
of cockled snails (one in ten thousand has it); quivering-fire; braces-fire;
breast-fire; and, last but not least, crumb-fire, which female penguins some-
times secrete when laying their eggs, although it evaporates after a few
moments if not gathered immediately and put into fresh cream.

Mexico, 1945
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zle Mineral Kingoom

dancing round and round an ice-cold flame of void, they blew it out. They sat
down, worn out, and huddled against one another as they were cold and it
Was really just to keep warm that they had gone on dancing so long like bears
in a cage.
~I am half dead, said fire, wiping his sweat-soaked brow. The sweat was
g:POfatmg fast and turning into fine snow which fell on their feet and froze
m,
i mu;}‘lv‘;}:‘fﬂlly must do something to avoid freezing, said earth and shi.vered
huge umbreﬁz alrg1 who was squashed between hf:r and.water, tumed into a
Water blz:; er which the others shelte.red with their teeth cha.ttermgl.
om them could gn her- numb ﬁngsars which were as red as coals; the; g ov(\;
Water began ¢ ave given them light. Something in the.m went solid an
Of breg Afteo work it mechanically between her fingers like an odd crumb
Piece of SUlphLa .few seconds, they heard a feeble bleat: water was hgldmg a
Shone i the lr n l.ler downy hands, which were covered in soft hairs t_hat
¢ Sulphyy \sh(?o}rln like good thick cream. They were all amazed and admired
fey g oy out ch sparkled in the empty night like a sly piece of sun, and
N fists, ¢ to imitate water. Fire even tried to go one better and clenched
iy ,ich ! blew on each in tum till he obtained in his left hand tur-
?;“t Which gy L Tan off howling like a beaten dog, and in his right hand
L g and hit earth on the knee. There was a rumble like 2 water-

Spark
flew off and set fire to the sulphur just as a sticky substance was
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s fingers. This also caught fire on Contact
air
seeping

4 le dug
burning sulphur b on impenet rable layer of white: but it Insulated thg
with a
covered them

iolin string ™ trom

‘hrating like a violin string.
the cold and tl?e dark}r:e:;;lgrritlsfw began to enjoy them‘sdves 50 thorgy

Water, air, eart it cold. Their hands recovered their natura] 5
that they no longer tfe fun: they tried to see who could be the most
the game started to be X ;1eW minerals. They yelled, blew, Whistleq, Sighed,
or the quickest to mv;zir hands, and produced in the process, Among othe,
breathed and san%1 .a'il appeared with a pirouette and a bow, a.nd r.1icke1, which
thingsilc‘)ptp;rl;dzqu so that they had to set about cheering it up
cried heart- ’

ab

ingeﬂious

—taking

. With the |
brought forth plaster, so that this impalp -
and br

gility anq

ing at it affectionately. It was no 800d, the
cossetting it togec';her,:ofiigg c:\:::lgmore miserably. Fire lost his temper angd
nickel Only-ended ugt SO angry he kicked it out of the way. But it still went
shouted gt it, r‘;‘é‘ w}g,impering for a long time; they all got upset and muttered
on moarl_‘rlgsaat the beastly creature, which meant that for a while they could
mlf:cit;gliﬂg but boring schists, and lead and zinc and rust and other

minerals with no shine to them, and quite without interest; they threw them

aside disdainfully and sometimes angrily, as they appeared in their hands.

Air started yelling a rugby song at the top of his lungs, intem;lpt(;edazz
the occasional sneeze, to the embarassment of water who blushe

modestly lowered her eyes; suddenly his hands felt so heavy he had to drop

' tresin
them at his sides, and the weight made his arms streich a good three metr

one swoop, while his neck stretche
and dangled on the end of it.
sparkled like tears ip sunshin

d out like a spring so his head bouncec}fl1 ::E ;
Air groaned and some big fat drops W

e, dripped from his battle-scarred hands,
dropping into the black void with

pavement; the

tinued
hill after a rabig pick has dug it open, Mercury had been born. It con
for hours to dri

de ns han n i earth and
gl g at his 31des. Water,
ﬁl‘e Were l i

eyed

S dmiration |
) With surprise and overflowed with joy and ad collectd
and praise. Eartpy hel like a dandelion flower to try an

d out her hang
few drops for 5 closer look, she wa
the other. She evep took it intg
tXpected regylt that hey jaw dro
Crystals in thousa

han to
nted to slide them gently from on¢

. Ch an une
her head to blow on them, with s

perless
Pped and she caught her breath. Num

£ he

o ollow ©
hands tyiee. . nds of different colours were fluttering in the b
> ‘Wittering ang tweeting for ) they were worth.

e .
Tedy ’ .all Stared a ¢arth’s hands in horror, even air who
ced weigh and more

- ht and §i26
or less returned to his normal weigh
147

ally
had grad® d |

: the
a sound like an omelette splza}ttmt%l eczlrlant |
y then bustled off like thousands of ants abandoning ,

1
|
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